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LENT 
Very much awake, it’s a Saturday in February, I sit in a plastic blue chair 

alongside my mother at Chicago’s Cook County Hospital Emergency Room.  It’s 
the place you go when you have no insurance or money. We’ve been waiting to be 
seen by a doctor for 13 hours.  From the rolling sea of faces, I’m guessing there are 
150 others like us who are either waiting to be seen or are the anxious loved ones 
supporting and praying for relief for their parents, sisters/brothers, spouses, chil-
dren, and friends.  After this much waiting together we begin to recognize each 
other, even recognizing who is the sick one and who is the support.  Surprisingly, 
it’s not always easy to discern between the two.  The support begins to melt into 
their sick loved one and in a way some of the illness is relieved as a result. 

We continue to wait.  Together. 
Amazingly the clock seems broken.  It’s both moving to slow and too fast.  

How can three hours have passed and not a single name have been called?  Some 
time after 8PM I begin to notice that more family and friends are coming in to sur-
round their sick.  More daughters and sons, brothers and sisters are arriving.  
They’re bringing in food,  home-cooked.  It smells good: Fried chicken, black 
beans and rice, noodles, crackers.   

Even the homeless are mixed in amongst our entire crowd.  When the police 
begin a routine sweep of the room to eject them, plastic bags and all, the crowd pur-
posely thickens around them so they are kept safe and warm here for a few hours 
more.  My mother says, almost to herself, “The homeless are probably sick too. 
They should be left alone.”   

I think, they are not left alone.  Not tonight.  They are being cared for and 
protected, even fed by hundreds of sick people and their kin who are here to stay as 
long as it takes to be seen by a doctor.  Healing has already begun for all of us here 
as we wait, very much awake…aware of the needs of each other and of how little 
difference there is between any of us….all in need and desperate to be seen by 
someone who can heal us.   

Awakeness, it’s the true gift of Lent.  I pray that Lent can be a time for us 
all to awaken to each other, becoming the neighbors and support we are called to 
be.  Awakeness.  We never were seen at the hospital.  It became apparent that the 
wait would be through the entire night and through the next day.  Mom couldn’t sit 
up any longer.  But I think it not a coincidence that the Emergency Room we en-
tered two days later was completely empty.  Not a single person in front of us as we 
came through the door prepared to wait the entire day and night if need be.  She 
was treated like royalty and helped to a room through empty halls, like the parting 
of the waters, attended by two nurses and a doctor who have begun the important 
work of establishing care for her and getting to the bottom of her sickness.  In this 
Lent I am left asking, “Can I possibly be living a dream when I’m so much 
awake?”  Blessed awakeness to us all, 

Pastor Dave 
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COMMUNITY  TOGETHER����
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LENTEN WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  – Star-
ing Wednesday, February 24 
            6pm – Soup Supper 
            7pm – Haugen Vespers 
            7:30 – 8:00pm Biblical Story Study 
 

PALM SUNDAY BANNER MAKING  – 9AM 
MAUNDY THURSDAY  – 7PM  Seder Meal  
 (See Shai for details) 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE  – 7PM 
 

EASTER SUNDAY – April 4 
Potluck Breakfast 9AM 
Worship 10 AM 
 

COUPLE’S GROUP – Friday, March 26, 7pm See the wor-
ship sign-up table for further details. 
 

OUR LIFE’S MISSION STATEMENTS  – Sat. March 20 
Families, Couples, Individuals Mission Statements – Satur-
day, February 20, 9AM-Noon 
Ginney Nelson, Therapist and Life Coach will be creatively 
guiding all who are interested in developing a mission state-
ment that clarifies the important objectives in our lives.  Chil-
dren’s participation is welcomed, encouraged and necessary.  
How do we as individuals and families journey together if we 
don’t know where we are going and/or we don’t know what 
we deem as important along the way?  Come spend a morning 
laughing, and discovering things about ourselves and each 
other that can orient us on the maps of our lives. �

March 7, 2010 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8  
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 
 
March 14, 2010 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32  
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

March 21, 2010 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126  
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
 
Palm Sunday 
March 28, 2010 
Luke 19:28-40 Pro-
cession with Palms 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16  
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:14–23:56 or 
Luke 21:1-49 
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JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH – Sundays at 9AM 
Come together for a time of conversation, debate, 
storytelling, donut eating, hope, doubt, and faith 
growing.  
 
BOOK STUDY – 7:30, Wednesday 
Evenings after Haugen Vespers 
“If You See the Buddha on the Road, 
Kill Him”  A book which is a collec-
tion of Bible Stories rewritten by mod-
ern day authors in their own style 
thereby making connections to our 

BIBLE STUDY-  
Each Monday morning  
at 9:30 am. (NOTE 
TIME CHANGE) 

Let’s get together and take a look at 
the texts for the coming Sunday.  Con-
versation is always lively and many 
perspectives are represented.  Come 
join us. 
 

GODLY PLAY – Sundays at 9:00AM.  
All children welcome to come hear and 
see the formative stories of the Bible and 
interact with stories through art and play. 

���
���� 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � 
 � �� � �
���
����������

                                          
BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 
              We are continuing with our building insulation and conservation projects. These last months we were 
able to turn our focus to the entrance of the building.  

We are continuing to collect funds for our insulation and energy upgrade materials.  If you wish to do-
nate toward these essential needs please write energy upgrades in the memo line of your check.  So far we’ve 
collected over $800. 

Rollie Karjalahti is our property council representative.  If you have any ideas, wishes or desires to help 
with any upcoming projects, he’s the one to talk to.   
Next we’ll continue drawing our focus on insulating the outside walls above the ceiling in our downstairs bath-
rooms to keep the pipes and us from freezing.  So far the women’s bathroom outside walls have been insulated 
and the men’s is next on deck.  In the spring we’ll be replacing the office windows which were damaged last 
summer because of a break-in.�

EDUCATION 

 

ARTS                                          �
+�������00�
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THROUGH MARCH - 
RENEE’S SPRING BREAK; IMAGES OF THE HALOCAUST REMEM BERED  
Renee Schwartz will be creating an interactive work in progress in the sanctuary which 
chronicles her family’s trip to Germany where they visited a site of one of the many concen-
tration camps of WWII.  As Lent continues to wind its way towards a cross, Renee will con-
tinue to add to this display culminating in a presentation on Wednesday, March 24, 7PM at 
our evening Vespers Service.  
 
JOHN AUGUST SWANSON PRINTS can be seen downstairs.  



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
 
9:30 am Bible Study 

2 
 
 

3 
 
6:00 pm Lenten 
Soup Supper                  
7:00 pm Haugen 
Vespers 
7:45 pm Book Study 

4 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

5 6 

7 
 
9:00 am Great Story 
 
10:00 am Worship 
 
1:00pm Mount Zion 

8 
9:30 am Bible Study 

9 10 
6:00 pm Lenten 
Soup Supper                  
7:00 pm Haugen 
Vespers 
7:45 pm Book Study 

11 
 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

12 13 

14 
 
9:00 am Great Story 
 
10:00 am Worship 
 
1:00pm Mount Zion 

15 
9:30 am Bible Study 

16 
 
 
7:00 pm Council 

17 
6:00 pm Lenten 
Soup Supper                  
7:00 pm Haugen 
Vespers 
7:45 pm Book Study 

18 
 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

19 20 
 
9:00 Our Life’s 
Mission Statements 

21 
 
9:00 am Great Story 
 
10:00 am Worship 
 
1:00pm Mount Zion 

22 
9:30 am Bible Study 

23 24 
6:00 pm Lenten 
Soup Supper                  
7:00p m Haugen 
Vespers 
7:45 pm Book Study 

25 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

26 
 
 
7:00 pm Couples 
Group 

27 

28   
PALM SUNDAY 
 
9:00 am Great Story 
 

10:00 am Worship 
 
1:00pm Mount Zion 

29 
9:30 am Bible Study 

30 31 
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OUTREACH and SERVICE 
 

Minnesota Foodshare  Month is Here 
March is the month in which food and funds for food is collected statewide 
to help in stocking food-shelves at all area food-pantries.  Never has the 
need been so great as now.  Please consider bringing items or a bag of gro-
ceries each Sunday.  We will be filling the base of our altar/table with all we 
collect through the month.  Also, consider a donation of cash in addition; 
food-shelves have the ability to purchase food in bulk thereby multiplying 

tenfold our individual retail efforts.  Let’s all help in making a difference for our the hungry 
in our midst.�
�
 

THANKSGIVINGS 
 
Thanks to all who helped and participated in our 3rd Annual Fat Tuesday celebration!  A record number of pancakes were made 
eaten and out of 30 participants, Crystal and Bob Wisen’s granddaughter Eliza was the ultimate winner in our bean-bag-toss tour-
nament…(HOWEVER, she used what “judges” are possibly considering an illegal technique of sliding her little bags of beans, 
without finness or mastery of any kind).  For this year, she remains the undisputed champion. “Judges’ will be keeping an eye on 
Eliza in the future. 
Thanks to all who continue to help with our building projects, coffee hour treats, ushering, reading, communion preparing, roof 
raking, and everything that it takes to get things done on a regular basis! Thanks to our service group leaders! �
�
 
 

JUSTICE AND PEACE CONCERNS 
 

LAKE STREET BRIDGE MARCH FOR PEACE -  Wednesdays 
4:30-5:30 
Sponsored by Women Against Military Madness, folks are welcome to come and 
stand for Peace in the midst of war.  Come support the troops, civilians, military 
families and all of us affected by the ravages of war by calling for Peace.  As 
muddy as the issues may become, we can all stand united in a call for God’s 
Peace in the world. 
 
ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES www.angelfoodministries.com 
Check out this website for affordable food items that can be purchased to help 
your budget stretch a bit further. 
 
OPPORTUNITY TO DONATE SUPPORT AS A SPONSORING  
CONGREGATION 
 Missionaries in Senegal; Dirk and Sarah Stadtlander.   Please consider donating 
toward this mission. Envelopes marked “Missionary Sponsorship” can be placed 
in offering plates or sent to the office.  
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Visit us on the web: 
www.peacelauderdale.com 

�����"��-����!��

Welcome Statement 
If you are red, yellow, black, white, brown or … 

If you are male, female, or transgender … 
If you are three days old, 30 years old, 103 years old, or … 

If you have never set foot in a church, if you are Hindu, Muslim, Protestant, Jewish, 
Roman Catholic, Agnostic, a life-long Lutheran, or … 

If you are single, married, divorced, separated, partnered, widowed, or… 
If you are straight, gay, lesbian, or bisexual … 

If you have had an abortion, have considered one, or if you are against it, or… 
If you are Republican, Democrat, Independent, Socialist, not registered to vote, or … 

If you have or had addictions, phobias, mental or physical issues, or… 
If you are or have been a criminal, with or without a record… 

If you are employed, unemployed, self employed, underemployed, retired, or … 
If you are studying, passing, flunking, or … 

If you own a home, rent, live with your parents, are homeless, or … 
If you are fully abled, disabled, a person of differing abilities, or … 

You are welcome here!  Come as you are! 
 
 


